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extinct language of choice. This class relied heavily on Petra’s own work on information 
structure (“The Pragmatic Function Focus in Hittite” presented at the workshop Linguistic 
Method and Theory and the Languages of the Ancient Near East, April 16, 2010, Oriental In-
stitute; in progress) and ergativity (“Split-ergativity in Anatolian,” Zeitschrift für Assyriologie; 
submitted). The study of ergativity is also part of a new book project, The Core Cases in the 
Anatolian Languages: Semantics, Syntax, Morphology, Diachrony. Based on this project Petra was 
awarded a fellowship from the Franke Institute of the Humanities for 2011–2012.

The following articles were published:

•	 “The Alignment of Hattian: An Active Language with an Ergative Base,” in Babel und 
Bibel 4–5 (2007–08): 949–81.

•	 “Deictic-emphatic -i and the Anatolian Demonstratives,” in Ex Anatolia Lux: Anatolian 
and Indo-European Studies in Honor of H. Craig Melchert on the Occasion of His Sixty-fifth 
Birthday, edited by Ronald Kim, pp. 55–67 (Ann Arbor: Beech Stave Press, 2010).

•	 “The Luwian Adverbs zanta ‘Down’ and *ānni ‘With, For, Against,’” In Acts of the 7th 

International Congress of Hittitology, Çorum, August 25–31, 2008, edited by Aygül Süel, pp. 
299–318 (Ankara: Anit Matbaa, 2010).

•	 “The Luwian Demonstratives of Place and Manner,” in Luwian and Hittite Studies Pre-
sented to J. David Hawkins on the Occasion of his 70th Birthday, edited by Itamar Singer, 
pp. 76-94 (Sonia and Marco Nadler Institute of Archaeology Monograph Series 28; 
Tel Aviv: Emery and Claire Yass Publications in Archaeology, 2010).

Petra also submitted three entries for Blackwell’s Encyclopedia of Ancient History: “Hattic (Lan-
guage),” “Labarna,” and “Kashka.” 

Petra furthermore participated in the Chicago Hittite Dictionary Project (see separate 
report), finishing the lemma ser “on top, above, because of, on account of, regarding” (ca. 
110 pages).

————————————————————

Gene Gragg

All year long Gene Gragg has continued work on the user interface (for paradigm query and 
manipulation) of the morphological archive project. The latter, with the addition of Semitic 
and Egyptian, and with forthcoming Berber data, has now been rebaptized as the Afroasiatic 
Morphological Archive (AAMA, perhaps a more felicitous acronym than the COMA of the 
former Cushitic-Omotic Morphological Archive). Gene’s programmer (Gregg Reynolds) and 
he are still looking for a “beta release” in fall 2011. 

Papers and conferences given in the course of the year reflect for the most part either 
the content or the structure of the archive: 

•	 Gene gave a paper at the Jagiellonian University in Krakow, November 17, at the in-
vitation of the Polish Academy of Sciences, with the title “Paradigm in Theory and 
Practice: Towards an Afroasiatic Morphological Archive.” A version of that paper 
was also given on December 9 at a seminar in the Ecole Normale Superieure in Paris.

•	 “Inflectional Classes and Root Classes in Cushitic,” at the 39th North American Con-
ference on Afroasatic Linguistics, University of Texas at Austin, February 12–13.
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Work was finished on a chapter, “The Semitic Languages,” written in collaboration with 
Robert Hoberma of the State University of New York, Stony Brook, to be published this fall 
by Cambridge University Press in The Afroasiatic Languages, edited by Zygmunt Frajzyngier 
of the University of Colorado, Boulder.

————————————————————

Rebecca Hasselbach

Rebecca Hasselbach worked on several projects during this academic year. One of the main 
projects consisted of editing a Festschrift for John Huehnergard, her former dissertation 
advisor, who is a leading expert in the field of comparative Semitics. The editing was done 
in collaboration with Hasselbach’s colleague Naʿama Pat-El from the University of Texas at 
Austin. The Festschrift contains contributions of twenty-nine scholars working in various 
fields, including Semitic languages, Hebrew Bible, and even biology. The volume will further 
include pieces of art by a friend of the honoree. The editing process of the contributions has 
been completed and the manuscript is currently under review by the Oriental Institute of 
the University of Chicago. 

In addition to the Festschrift, Hasselbach revised her book manuscript on “Grammatical 
Roles and Relations and the Reconstruction of Case in Semitic,” which has been accepted for 
publication by Harvard Semitic Series. 

Another research project Hasselbach has been working on this year is a study on gram-
matical agreement in Semitic languages. Agreement means features such as adjective-noun or 
subject-verb agreement, where the adjective or subject shows the same grammatical proper-
ties in terms of gender, number, and person-marking as the noun or verb. The individual Se-
mitic languages vary considerably from each other regarding what elements or noun classes 
take full or partial agreement. The aim of Hasselbach’s study is to determine which of the 
various agreement systems attested in Semitic, if any, represents the original situation of Se-
mitic and to trace the development of agreement systems in the individual Semitic languages.

In addition to these projects, Hasselbach attended the North American Conference on 
Afroasiatic Linguistics, held in Austin, Texas, in February 2011, where she presented the re-
sults of her work on verbal endings in Semitic, which will be published in the Festschrift for 
John Huehnergard under the title “The Verbal Endings -u and -a: A Note on Their Functional 
Derivation.” She was further invited to teach a one-week intensive course at the University 
of Münster (Germany) on the position of Akkadian in Semitic and the methodologies used for 
the linguistic investigation of Semitic languages. This course was taught at the department 
of Assyriology in June 2011. During her stay in Münster, Hasselbach gave a public talk on the 
scholarly history of the field of comparative Semitics entitled “Die semitische Sprachfamilie: 
Traditionelle Ansätze und Perspektiven.” 

As a service for the Oriental Institute, Hasselbach further served on the committee for 
the selection of the annual post-doctoral fellow. 

————————————————————
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